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Abstrak
There are many symbols presented in Susan Glaspeifles. In this article,
the analysis is derived from the concept of symbal$ characters. The analysis
of the significance of the symbols and what thegndt for are conducted
through the symbolic names, objects, actions atiihge. Besides symbolic
name, symbolic object also plays a big part indéeelopment of symbols. The
examples of physical objects are the rocking ch, cherry preserves, the
quilt, the birdcage and the bird. The examples yohimlic actions are the
rocking back and forth movement after killing theshand, the movement from
the rocking chair to the ordinary one, and the rsg\af the dead bird and the
husband corpse. The examples of symbolic settiagtter time and location.
The time of the story happens in winter and thatioa is in kitchen. Glaspell
uses symbolism to stress the condition of womethait time. She wanted to
describe that something trivial means very impdrtisomeone would see it
deeper.

Key words: symbolic name, symbolic object, symboliaction, symbolic
setting

INTRODUCTION

In the nineteenth century women'’s right in the EdiStates had not been granted.
The era saw the emergence of several prominentldehiterary figures, two of which
included Kate Chopin and Fanny Fern. Like many otihemen writers, Chopin and Fern
wrote inequality of the sexes and the inabilitywadmen to live their own lives without
reliance on man. In this way, they helped pavevtag of female writers of the twentieth
century Glaspell, who struggled with similar thena@sl concerns, inherited a rich legacy
from these women (http://itech.fgcu.edu/faculty/wohlpart/alsa/glafgem#Criticism
Jretrieved 29 May 2005).

Susan Keating Glaspell is an interesting exampl¢heflate nineteenth century
female writer. She “came of age” about the same tAmerican writing moved from

regionalism to modernism and she helped found théem movement to American drama



(http:www.georgetown.edu/faculty/bassr/heath/sylliEldiguide/Glaspell.html,  retrieved
29 May 2005).

Susan Glaspell'Srifles is one-act play whose seemingly casual surfadestie
strong feelings of its characters and the playndte impact. It illustrates the willingness
of women to act allies in times of crisis. It igisificantly different from other plays even
those written by women betray their own sex. Irtehe women ifTrifles demonstrate
their sympathy with and understanding of anothemew's plight when they are
confronted with her violent retaliation against hHarsband’s domination and brutality
(Kriegel, 1975: 33).

A Symbol can be defined as an experience, not fvalm the perceptive point of
view but also the creative one. The specific us¢hefterm “Symbolism” refers to the
artistic movement that started in the nineteentituwrg and had a strong impact on the
theatre (Pronko, 1982: 41). Glaspell uses symbaddisther literary device to illuminate her
theme. InTrifles, Glaspell is giving the woman a lot of symbolsjustify the women’s
feelings and making it easy for them to foil th@astigation. In this drama also, details
were very thought out to help give the reader namnbition to find their own explanation
of the symbols. Glaspell’'s symbolism helps paipicure that is clear to see and lets the
reader see things through the eyes of farmhousg//@d-wikipedia.org/wiki/symbolism,
retrieved, 29 May 2005).

This article explains the symbolisms that exisGiaspell'sTrifles:the symbols of

name, object, action, and setting.

RESEARCH METHOD

This study deals with literary research. In thisdst the sources are mostly taken
from the play itself besides the other related mmgite The data includes the main data and
additional data. The main data are taken from tbeds; phrases and dialogues in the play
of Trifles by Susan Glaspell. Meanwhile, the additional daeataken from critics, articles,
report, some literary theories and other resoundesh are connected to the study.

* Theory of Symbolism

Symbolism is derived from a Greek word meaningthimw together” gymmeans
together andallein means throw). A symbol is some specific thing wdkas, values,
persons or ways of life (Roberts and Jacobs, 1284).



Concerning with literary symbol, Perrine has amigbn of symbol. It is something
that means more than what it is (1983: 196). Thdityko interpret symbols is
nevertheless essential for a full understandinfiterfature. The reader should be alert for
symbolical meanings and should observe the follgwdautions as described by Perrine
(1983: 199):

a. The story itself must furnish a clue that a dataib be taken symbolically.

b. The meaning of a literary symbol must be estabtisaed supported by the

entire context of the story.

c. To be called a symbol, an item must suggest a mgadhiferent in kind its

literal meaning.

d. A symbol may have more than one meaning. It maygesiga cluster of

meanings.
According to Perrine, symbol can be an object, g€ a situation, an action or some
other item that has a literal meaning as well (19%88). The statement is also supported
by Robert and Jacobs. They stated that a persom, thlace, action, situation or even
though can be symbols in short stories and othpastyf literature (1986: 294).
There are some symbols that will be describedisgtudy, they are:
1. Symbolic name

Name can be used as a very simple illustrationyofi®l. Most names are simply
labels but a name can tell something about a pexsamhom it is attached. In a story
however, names are used to serve not only to lddeelcharacters but also to suggest
something about them (Perrine, 1966: 227-228).

Perrine gives some examples of symbolic name ineddasrary works. In fictional
trilogy “The Forsyte SagaJohn Galsworthy chooseBorsyté as the family name of his
principal characters to indicate their practicalekightedness. The name of Mr. Nilson,
might be analyzed as “Nil's son”, son of Nil or histg. Mr. Tandram (It sounds like both
tandem and humdrum) is made up of drum, a verylamahsure, and ‘tan’, a substance
for converting skin into leather. Whether Galswgrtonsciously chooses the names with
these meanings in view or picked them because “smynded right” and whether or not

the reader recognizes these suggestions, the reamést to be appropriate.
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2. Symbolic object
Symbolic objects can be known by perceptive reamdy. Perrine stated that
symbols will fit so naturally into the natural cemt. The most perceptive reader will
apparent the value of symbols in some stories (1983)
A symbol may also have no apparent connection hecetore may be considered
arbitrary, but is often a topical or integral redaship between the symbol and thing it
stands for. Something important, however, is thatdymbols point beyond itself to greater

and more complex meaning (Robert and Jacobs, P386:

3. Symbolic action
According to Kennedy, a gesture with larger siguaifice than usual is a symbolic
act (1983: 146-147).
This is the example of action that can be preseatesiymbols. In Thomas Hardy’s
“In Time of The Breaking Nations” (p.799), the acti of the man plowing the field
symbolizes the continued life and vitality of thelkf the people, despite political and
military changes that are constantly raging inwleld (Roberts and Jacobs, 1986: 788).

4. Symbolic setting
A setting can be used by an author to frame a $tpigpening with a description of
it, and the setting constantly affect the read#drsught about the story than return to the
description at the end like a picture frame (Rabamd Jacobs, 1986: 209). They also
stated that the natural and artificial sceneryrstirenment in which characters in literature
live and move is called setting.
Here are the use of setting according to Robedslanobs (1986: 206-207).

1. One of the major purposes of setting is to leatismato set a story in a
particular place or time makes the action crediblee more detail the
description of setting, the more believable the néveof the story
become. Without a basis in detailed setting, theksvavould lose some
of their credibility even though they make no pnstes at actual realism.

2. Setting may intersect with characters with onehaf tneans by which
the character is to be underscored and therefaterstood.

3. Author might also use setting as a means of orgaptheir works.
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4. Setting also affects the atmosphere or mood ofestoDescriptions of
warm color may contribute to a mood of stories.

5. Setting is present as an element of concurrencageant,
reinforcement and strengthening of character aaché) so it may work
as an element of irony. The setting in other wontsy create an
environment that is the opposite of what actuatlyuss in the story.

ANALYSIS
There are some symbols Tmifles that can be observed. They are symbolic name,
symbolic object, symbolic action and symbolic sejti
1. Symbolic name
Family name: The Wright
The family name of the main character, Minnie Fosté he Wright. The word
“Wright” has the same pronunciation as “right” thmeans something that must be
accepted by someone, thing that one may do or Adnechoice of using “Wright” as
the family name is to indicate that the story Ww# talking about right, and so does the
problems faced by the character in this drama.

The name of the main character name: Minnie Wright

Before married, the name of the main characteMiisnie Foster. The word
“Minnie” has almost the same pronunciation as “fhthat means a thing that is small
or something considered minority. The word “Fosteounds like “force’that means
power. The name Minnie Foster indicates that tharadter does not have enough
power and she considers being a weak person.

After married with John Wright, of course she ukes husband’s last name.
Her name now becomes Minnie Wright. It has beenagx@d above that “Minnie”
sounds like “mini” that means something small. Tiwrd “Wright” also sounds like
“right” means one should have or do.When the wuatstogether, the word “Minnie”
and “Wright”, it will cause a new meaning that themen in this case lack of right.

Before she is married, her name is Minnie Fostat theans she is a weak

person and lack of power. After married, her namm@nges into Minnie Wright mean
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lack of right. Because she is a weak person scsti@tloes not have enough braveness,
and the effect of being lack of power, makes hek tf right.

2. Symbolic Object.
The Rocking Chair

After killing her husband, Minnie sits in the roolgi chair. The rocking
chair indicates that it is the way of Minnie toystaalm and becomes as natural as
she could. It is a place where Minnie can feel aotable and enjoy herself, so that
she can escape from the reality for a while.

Minnie is sitting on the rocking chair because elgs her to stay
comfortable for a while because she was very feigbt, so she tried to be as
natural as she could by holding her apron and ipigat while she was rocking
back and forth.

The Cherry Preserves

When the cherry preserve first found by the two wamMrs. Peters and
Mrs. Hale, it was already broken from the cold. @hés a fruit which growsin the
spring. Its color is red just like Minnie’s spiof life when she was a girl, cheerful
and happy. After married, Minnie felt that she cbobt do what she wanted to do,
just like cherry that is kept in the preserve. Bseaof pressure and a very low
temperature, the preserve had cracked and brakisrjukt like Minnie herself. She
kept her secret to do what she wanted to do. Sberiainly under pressure and the
result is the cracked of Minnie’s heart becaustefcoldness of her marriage.

The Quilt

The quilt is made of patches of fabric that putetbgr to put an enlarging
square. In the drama, the quilt does not finish lgetymbolizes the fate of Minnie,
the patches of fabric symbolize every single infation found and from that, the
women found out the murder. The fate of Minnietié sp in the air, just like the
unfinished quilt.

When the first time the quilt is found, it had mlaine yet, so that they (Mrs.
Hale and Mrs. Peters) wanted to know whether slgeirsg to quilt it or knot it. If

she is going to quilt it, means that her work does stop in there, and she must
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pieces the quilt until a certain large of squairehk is going to knot it, means she is
done and does not need to piece it any longeusttimplies the fate of Minnie
dealing with the murder.

The Birdcage

When the two women, Mrs. Hale and Mrs. Peters Wwaoking for a piece
of paper and string, they found a broken birdcade Birdcage symbolizes Mr.
Wright's treatment toward Minnie, his coldness draishness prevents Minnie to
make a friend and socialize to other people. Bexatishat, Minnie is like the bird
that is trapped in the birdcage herself. She cadaanything she wants to do and
can only concern with the matter of housekeeping.

When the birdcage firstly found by the two womenisMHale and Mrs.
Peters, it was already in the broken condition withbird inside as if somebody
got the bird roughly, so that it broke the cageiniplies what just happened to
Minnie’s life, which she can finally out from a cb&nd hard husband with a rough
way too. The birdcage seems like a prison thatik by John Wright for years to

Minnie.

The Bird

When Mrs. Hale found that the bird is dead. Shecedtthat the bird died
not because of natural causes, but it was killedbse somebody broke its neck.

The dead bird was put in a beautiful box and wrdpp&h a silk. It
indicates that the bird is a special thing for tivener and of course the killer was
not Minnie. The question is, why did she wrap theadl bird with something
beautiful as the silk? It is because the deadibiedworthy thing for the owner and
she wanted to give the last honor to it, so thatgdwve the bird something beautiful
as the silk and the pretty box. Another perceptthat, she wanted everybody
knows the death bird, that she was suffering tost, ljke the bird.

3. Symbolic Action
The rocking back and forth movement after killihg husband.
When Mrs. Hale came to the house for the first tafter the murder, he
saw Mrs. Wright sat on the rocking chair, back #orth. After killing her husband,

she did not know what to do and she just sat dma&.cThe chair that she chosewas
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a rocking chair. On that chair she felt comfortadohel tried to ease her nervous. By
rocking back and forth, she tried to be as natasakhe could. She even held an
apron and pleating it. It symbolizes her way ty st@alm and her weakness to solve

the problem by pretending nothing happens before.

The Movement from the rocking chair to an ordinelngir

After knowing that John Wright was already died,. Male wanted to call
the coroner or the sheriff about the murder. Knawtimis, Minnie directly moved
from the rocking chair to an ordinary chair. It ecause she did not feel
comfortable anymore. she knew that she is in teapld will be caught soon. On
the ordinary chair, she sat with her hands helettogr and looking down. It is
clearly seen that Minnie is very nervous at thaetiand kind of not knowing what
to do next. her moving from the rocking chair to @linary chair symbolizes

Minnie’s realization that she is not dreaming anyenand has to face the reality.

The saving of the dead bird and the husband’s @rps

The bird was already dead and Minnie covered ihwitk, means that it
was a special thing for her. Minnie did not burhe tbird directly because she
wanted somebody would ask who did this. In otherdspshe wanted to tell
everyone that she was suffering. Minnie also del $ame way to her husband’s
corpse. She just left the corpse until somebodyzezhit.

She is able to bury her husband’s corpse diredthr &he killed him to
escape the clue endangering her position, but Midid not do that. She left her
husband’s dead body lying down on the bad upstdirss because she lets
somebody find the dead body and it also implie$ ¢ is guilty of killing her

husband.

4. Symbolic Setting
« Time
*  Winter
The setting of the play happens in winter. In wintbe weather turns so

cold; the tree lost their leaves and sometimes. didd season often deals with
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death. In this drama, the setting is in winter #mete are some character die, they
are John Wright and the bird.

In the drama, the jar was cracked because of tlie €The cold weather
symbolizes John Wright's treatments toward Mini8ée is like the jar itself.
When her husband treatment came to the limitatioklianie’s patience, she
tried to rebel and out of the situation by killihgr husband.

* Place
* Kitchen

The kitchen in this drama is a dirty and gloomylkén where all of the
dishes and equipment are in disarray conditionlodmgy kitchen may indicate
that Minnie is sad and all are mixed together im mend that she is very
nervous and has no idea to do anything.

As 19" century woman, Minnie has to maintain the houspeeially the
kitchen. That is why, kitchen is supposed to be eomormitory. Kitchen is a
place where woman spends a lot of time cooking himgsdishes, ironing and
other homemaking so that kitchen should becomeanchnd order place. It is
different from the condition of Minnie’s kitchen wo Everything is dirty and
disarray. It is because she feels free that novatlecomplain her about the
dirty and the messy of the kitchen anymore. She do¢ have burden and feels
free from the routine activity. The dirty kitcheynsbolizes Minnie’s feeling of
freedom because she finally release from the ¢rusband.

CONCLUSION

The drama,Triflesis talking about a murder and the problem behinehdgr
conflict.Glaspell seems try to show the differenéenan and woman point of view. In this
19" century dramaJrifles, man is described as an authoritarian and putvtimean in the
second position. A woman at that time must onlyceon with the kitchen and other
homemaking. In this drama, what a woman says aks$habout something that seem does
not have any correlation with the murder, men jud@es something trifle. Women in this

drama, usually use their own feeling and percepiibanever they find the clues.
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Here, Glaspell tries to show the difference thouxgttveen men and women to face
a problem. Besides, she tries also to show how iitapbis trifles things as symbols in this
drama. Glaspell also seems challenge the readamndrpret the symbols by their own
perception to find out the deeper meanindtleis an interesting drama, when the readers
read it, they need to look and pay attention toryewingle word given, because it may
convey a further meaningriflesis an exciting drama that need a good comprehemsidn
interpretation. That is why, the readers need &ol iemore than once, because every time
reading this drama, there will be a new comprelmnsso that it can carry a better

understanding to the readers.
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